o+ On 3 Decesber 1981 at’ approximately 1500 hours, the Office
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v 5f0 .o 1 Chairman, COMIREX received notification from a DIA action offficer that
colmEss e within an DOD was planning to release in an U ‘ -
22— . enviromment ‘y-2 ima ry_flown. over jca to .
" = 'the press corps at the Pent ‘gn.[—ge = Toext]
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proposed release -as we knew them- were conveyed to the

' level state objections to the release.

“Airborne reconnaissance activities involving overflight ‘are‘{onsidered R

_ relay to the DDCI. COMIREX was subsequently informed of BAE: pam—eam-_
currence. From calls to State Dept. we were also informed of high S

I

" “matfonal® missions, hence the call to COMIREX to obtatm SC& — ]
. concurrence on this release. T = 7 To5x1
o . The Office of Chairman, COMIREX had no knowledge of the inie ded -
. pelease. Calls to the office of the D/ICS and DDCI als pegRLIYE
on this matter. The DIA action officer could provide the Shgtematts
office with 1ittle or no informgtion about the circumstasces
surrounding the proposed release (i.e. what specific materia}. for
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_ As the one hour time frame was rapidly passing, the essentia s}o; the .
20 -

— ___ _.25X1

" "DDE1 non-concurrence was relayed to DIA at approximately 1544 at which= —
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 point it was felt that thd";jjg}gase was stopped.

- than expected and had already taken place.. ‘
Later—we were advised that the DDCI had approved disclosirs ¢

" Me were subsequentl} informed by DIA that the briefing began eartier

___ approximately 3 photos to the Washington Press Corps by the pffice of _ —
Asst. Sec. Def. for Public Affairs on a “"deep background" Deyts WG
that this approval had been conveyed to Gen. Stilwell's offite. [ﬁ
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| i with .
- concern in this matter is the lack of prior coordinayion w -
repre:::tg::c:so:f the OCI for release of classified imagery materialspf .

' in
al interest to the press. Clearly with less than 60 minutes to
gg:nmd’evﬂute the pros and cons of such a release, errors «m& o the
misinformation can occur. Additionally, consideration needs to be g3 Dth o
‘impact of disclosure to the press, which if Jeaked could have an impacy on fe
oloilidy of the U.S. to conduct stmilar missions in the area and the sa o

bwre issions. | S 25X1 §
COMENDATION ~ - - Ty
“That barring emergency or crisis situations, DOD be requestad 1o pruvite T
afﬂ'cni‘::t*pﬂorwnotificat{m to DCI representatives of any such fut
.releases to allow for Intelligence Community coordination, particular %‘b ;
0'Dept. and within CIA. | [——— e 25X1
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